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Abstract:

The semantic functions of visual communication systems
in the Internet age Emoji As a Model

Today, emoji are of great importance for Internet-users in having
effective, open and enjoyable social communication. Its prevalence today
raises several keyquestions about how we communicate in this age. More
importantly, why are we willing to accept these forms of communication and
how did these symbols succeed to express human beings' attitudes, emotions,
negative, positive and neutral feelings In other wordshow these visual
symbols form lexical entries and how are they capable of producing multiple
connotations within different contexts.

Therefore, study aims to analyze emoji expressions using the
semantic theory in its lexical component, based on the determination of the
semantic characteristics and the multimodal features of these signs as they
are used in the written form. It doesn't only use deliberative theory in its
focus on the functions of these symbols as actions capable of having critical
effects on the recipient in different contexts, it considers the way in which
these emoji produce their meanings- within the written text- as a new form of
visual writing aimed at achieving communicative purposes, through its
linguistic capacity. In addition, it considers the way in which these emoji
produce their meanings within the written text as a new form of visual
writing aiming to achieve communicative purposes

Furthermore, the current study provides an overview of the functions
of emoji in everyday to replace the written communication forms, specially,
the text. Then it discusses a question that is heavily debated by the different
researchers: can these emoji become the basis of a new world language?
These emoji offer a variety of gestural capabilities, enabling their users to
derive multiple meanings and connotations sufficient to provide non-
language features capable of assisting written communication over the
Internet.

keywords: Emoji - Sentiment Analysis - Visual Communication - Semantic
and Pragmatic Functions -Unicode.
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“® The WIRED Guide to Emoji More than just cute pictures, these digital

icons are a lingua franca for the  digital age
https://www.wired.com/story/guide-emoji/

®)Marcel Danesi. The Semiotics of Emoji: The Rise of Visual Language in
the Age of the Internet. PUBLISHER: Bloomsbury Publishing (formerly
The Continuum International Publishing Group) 2017.p.5-6.

1=y O LB"L““ e Ll O

() Hamza Alshengeeti. Are Emojis Creating a New or Old Visual Language
for New Generations? A Socio-semiotic Study. Advances in Language
and Literary Studies. Vol. 7 No. 6; December 2016. Australian

International Academic Centre, Australia. p.57.

® https://emojidictionary.emojifoundation.com/.

® https://emojipedia.org/
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@2 The WIRED Guide to Emoji More than just cute pictures, these digital
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