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Terms of Removal in ancient
Egyptian religious texts

Abstract:

Cleansing is considered one of the religious rites that dis-
tinguished the Ancient Egyptian civilization and the specializa-
tion is the removal of sensual and moral foul. Cleansing was
made with water and natron salt to remove fouls from the body
and there was another kind of Removal which removing or eras-
ing the name which meant the distortion of the ancient Egyptian
of the names of the enemies which is a kind of revenge. In the
Pyramid Texts Removal had great symbolism as spitting caused
removing wounds for gods. Also, Removal was a symbol of per-
ishability , as the king sometimes perished/ became extinct when
he did not enter into the god “Geb”. Threatening by removing the
“Ka” flesh of the deceased king was also considered a threat with
a great effect, meaning complete extinction/ perishability. Thus,
the deceased used to pray that it would not be removed from
“Re’s” protection.

The keywords in the Coffin Texts signified various mean-
ings and symbols where the god “Npr” removes the deceased
away from the gate and some gods were completely removed,
such as the god “Shu”. The term “Removal” and its expressions
also mean the extinction of body members, such as removing the
face and shoulders. In the Book of the Dead, the keywords refer-
ring to Removal appeared with a new meaning which is remov-
Ing negative appearances such as evil, war and wailing.

Keywords: remove, name, gods, body, shoulder, protective,
spittle.
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Introduction:

Cleansing is considered of the most important religious
rites that the Ancient Egyptian civilization was known for. Man
cared about cleansing sensual and moral. Cleansing is not only
confined to physical cleansing, it also includes cleansing the soul
as well as gods/deities, kings, priests and persons, whether alive
or dead.

Probably, cleansing in Ancient Egypt started since prehis-
toric eras where the title “wr idt” appeared t0 mean “ the great is
a grant” — water and cleansing ) with water originally inspired
from the Solar Belief. Here, some scientists/ archaeologists, like
Blackman, see that supposedly, the solar deity “Re” used to
cleanse himself every morning before appearing in the eastern
horizon®. And cleansing is getting rid of sensual and moral
fauls. Ancient Egyptian language expressed the meaning of
cleansing using the word " hw ". The word “w®b “had the mean-
ing “becomes clean”. Cleansing used to occur using water® and
Natron salt® where salt was used as a general antiseptic/ cleanser
for the body and to expell bad souls as well as using it as a part
of preparation of the deceased .

In addition to the removal of water and salt to body waste,
the Ancient Egyptian knew another kind of Removal which is
the name removal. The personal name had great importance in
Ancient Egypt as the name crossed with its owner’s entity. Also,
Man can do evil to his rivals, alive or dead, by removing the
name, by magic or by curses.
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It was enough for the Egyptian to know the name of the
person to control him by casting a spell on him so harm befalls
him or he perishes or perishes by death. Thus, the habit of dis-
torting the names of enemies and removing them after their death
Is considered a kind of revenge.

This kind of texts was known as “the curse texts”. Also,
there were lists called “forbiddance lists” which are priestly. The-
se texts ® include lists of the king’s enemies and usually most of
them are enemies of Ancient Egypt or the foreign negro neigh-
bours. In most cases, these texts were written on a group of for-
eigners’ statues or clay (terracotta) pots, or burying them as a
kind of fake magic that affects the enemies and the places men-
tioned in the texts ©.

The terms of Removal have varied since the Pyramid Texts
till/ until the New Kingdom from the dictionaries as follows:

word Phonetic| era meaning Sources
= old Remove,

ﬁeﬁ hrt kingdom Ear Wh, 111,146
[

g dr Old | Remove [ wbVv,473

kingdom
R?‘EEJ%« Old Destroy,
fome B\ S S him kingdom [ Remove Wh111,197(10)
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word Phonetic| era meaning Sourcee
1% s< sk old ng;go\)’e’ Wh,IV,312(7)
% kingdom Lesko,DIE,338
—
g:)Q Tak
ake
o Wi iti Old Carry
q kingdom| Remove Wh, 1,149
ot
Judge Faulkner,

wd¢ Old Pluck CDME,p.273

) -
%ﬁ% kingdom | Remove

Research aims:

This research aims at studying the keywords referring to
Removal in Ancient Egyptian religious texts with its forms and
terms with its declensions and symbolic and religious references.
As for the previous studies, no words were mentioned in the texts
explaining the concept of Removal and the key terms referring to
it in Ancient Egyptian religious texts; But it appeared meaning
“removal of faul” in articles about cleansing and erasing d the
name in articles about curses. The spells about removing/ erasing
clothes worn to cast harm on the deceased refer to the follow-
ing”:
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] G ST HB 0b~%S—
eh=-—f R TTZU=
=K== I=N\e-ll

" Pi s3 mrfitf m rnf pw n s3 mr.f w'b.k “ht.k rd mnht
.k m $s hak mnht® "

“ It the beloved son of his father in his name this beloved
son you are cleansed you removed the clothes given a thousand
of alabaster a thousand of clothes gifts ©

The name was also removed, as previously mentioned, to
hurdle the process of reviving the body which means extinction
for the person whose name is erased/ removed. In spell 313 of the
Coffin Texts, the deceased seek protection from the removal of
his name. He mentions *°

R~ b= Gl -l A7 -

(11) »»

[13

n mwti n htm.i n ski n sk rn.i.

“ 1 shall not die, | shall not perish I shall not be removed

nor shall my name be removed “ *?

NS

“ii ni dr dw

“ 1 came to erase evil - ¥
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Methodology:

Terms of Removal in Pyramid Texts:

The terms referring to Removal in Pyramid Texts varied as
follows:

word Phonetic era meaning eSource
o Old
Remove,

%gz brt | kingdom | gy | WOMIII146

[

Old

ZZ'L_D dr kingdom Remove Whb,V,473

b= ht O Destroy, |\ 197(10)
fsme B Enge | 7 [ Kingdom f Remove o

llf%@ Old Destroy, [ Wh,1V,312(7)

sk kingdom | Remove | Lesko,DIE,338

e ]
g:)D Old Take
A \\ 0 l,Ii k|ngd0m Carry Wb,|,149
q% Remove
yfé Old Judge Faulk
aulkner,
L= wd® | kingdom || Pluck - ~pye 974

%}ﬂsﬂ r:L, Remove
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Removal and its referring words had great symbolism in Ancient
Egyptian texts where the body wounds were removed by spitting
on them. Also, spitting on Horus’s face effected greatly removing
his wounds*®. In addition, the deceased used to leave his place
later removed completely to be stretched on the ground with dig-

nity and self-respect. Then, the great king’s face appears °.

Also, removal symbolized perishability where sometimes
perishes and does not enter to the god “Geb " Also, threat was
by removing the “ka” flesh from the threats faced by the de-
ceased king ¥ . Thus, the deceased king prayed that Re’s protec-
tion wasn’t removed and he was not removed and sent away from

the gods*?.

(1) Expressions referring to removal and removal of Horus’s
wounds®”

A S 52 st e
2 NN S ——il oS TS
e~= 5N ===

|—jic=0 2 (= ={(0—
poen [ g s []

A —— Y S, - 0 MWW
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i rh r3.sn ihm sk m33k im(wy) h(wy) Hr pw hn® st§
psg.k hr n Hr n.f idr.k nkn irf ih.k hr n sts idr.k it (w).f
ms. n.k pf iwr n.k pn.

“he who knows their speech the imperishable stars “),

look at what is in the palace of Horus with Seth, spit on Horus’s
face for him “? may you remove the wound you made for him,
remove Seth’s male member so you may remove the fathers, he

was born for you, he is convinced of you®.

Here, the verbs “dr “, meaning “remove the pain” and “%”

, meaning “take out/remove a body member “Seth’s male mem-

ber”.
Expressions referring to Removal and Perishability:

In spell 259, it was mentioned that the king hates sand and
will not enter into “Geb”. Then, he will be erased and removed.
The verb “Htm " appeared with this meaning where the spell says

the following:

YN AR
JSeld()m B ="$%-20&J

=Rl o= =R — £
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dd mdw pn pw Wsir m ssw bwt & pn pw 8 ni kf
m Gb htm pn kd ir.f m htf tp-8.

“The king is Osiris in the sand. The hatred2 (of the king is
the ground and he shall not enter into “Geb”, then he will perish

and sleep that is made for him in the palace on the ground #¥”.

As for the meaning of “Perishability” by erasing or remoVv-
ing the place the deceased remains in, spell 268 refers to the
following where the verb “sk” appears meaning “removes -

perishes- destroys (3)
I Pl BT =R
f=T— 1T ~U=C)L=2 -
Do rl B0 (2 Th—
— @ =
fa === —

sthf k3 n Clpn m § dwty skf iwf n k3 n pn n dtf
m nw hry rmnwy RS m 3ht Ssp.f psd 3wy i wn.f hr (w)

ntrw .
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“ He cleanses the king’s “ka” in the lake of the hereafter, and he
erases (removes) this king’s “ka” flesh forever , and Re’s shoul-
ders, in the horizon when he receives sunlight of the two lands
and opens the faces of the deities. (4)

Here, the verb “sk” removes the “ka” flesh as well as Re’s shoul-

ders (meaning removal of body members).

Expressions referring to Removal and erasing the place to get

a better position in the hereafter.®:

Erasal or Removal of the place in the hereafter does not some-
times aim at and symbolize perishability, but transfer/ moving to
a better place. Spell 419 refers to such a meaning as follows®:

S—_"—2_ g x>0
b [T== B N=eN\ S 208
ST = SR

"Wnw (BBw) hr sBw swt hC idr 8.k wh3 hmw tsi tw

hns.k m b3 3hw."

“ faces are open in the hidden places so may you get up and re-

move the lands, shake off (move) the sand, get up and cross with

the souls/ spirits ¢””.

Also, spell 437 refers to the following:®®

Issue No. (87) July, 2023 | 1151



Dr. Rania abdel-Aziz Mahmoud

Jot= N {=Z0=25

bizi .k rk ir pt."”

" may you move to heaven ®*

The verb “" bi3i” to express the meaning “moves” in the
text so by this the deceased moves to heaven . Also, the same
verb means motion/ movement to heaven as in spell 483:%%

Jodote Lo bas [T N
bi3.k ir pt hnd.k bi3 wd3.k s ."™

“remove yourself, move yourself to heaven ®Y pass to the lake
(32)55

The verb “bi3” ws used to express the meaning “remove- erase”
and “erasing” here is for man to get a better position either to
heaven or with the spirits.

Expressions referring to Removal in saving the deceased in
the hereafter from harms and evils:

As mentioned, in spell 506 in the speech about erasing .*®

& xRN oav— == Ty—

“nhm dtf it di.f."”

“I save his body, I remove his body”. ¥

The vb. “i” was used to mean “remove- erase”.
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Also, in spell 571 © where it refers as follows to not erasing
Re’s protection (the vb. “wd” was used to mean “Remove”

=20 202 k= oL (D)L

s3 RC hr pn n wd® s3 RC hr CJ pn. "

“it is Re’s protection — Re’s protection shall not be erased *®

from the king.”

In erasing evil and removing harm from the deceased, the follow-
ing was mentioned:®”

l=%1—~N=Z M7

dd Wsir n Hr fdi n.f dwt ir g

25 (38)

““Qsiris” says to the god “Horus that he removes evil done to

the king”.

The vb. “fdi” was used to describe Removal away from the king

meaning “remove- erase”.

Expressions referring to Removal (erasing) and deities:

The vb. “dr” was used to mean remove the god “ Horus”
who is stuck to the foot. In the spell, the deceased hoped to re-
move the wraps stuck to him and keep “Horus” away from his

foot where the spell mentions the following:©®
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TR Fofy—
JIENA—#=oe=RRNITRN =
= N ==

h3 pw nh n mwtk ii nk Hr wd“f s3rw.k h3<f mdwt.k
dr n Hr imy rd.k .

“ may this kingC®J live and not die; he shall come to you, Horus,
your wraps shall be separated (removed)and your wraps will be

thrown “?, and Horus that is at your feet shall be removed“".

The deceased also hoped that his name would not be removed
and he is kept away from the gods, where spell 606 refers to the

following “?

Nl —=RiZ={="

”m

sic (m) irtsn rnf m hr ir ntr.(w).

“when they prepare his name, they still erase/ remove (away)

from deities” *®

The vb. “Ar” was used to mean removal or erasing.
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Expressions referring to Removal in Coffin Texts

Expressions referring to Removal in Coffin Texts varied as
follows:

Word Phonetic era | meaning Source
Reference
o 4 :
| = Middle
pm | King- | 2SO | \wip 111,197(10)
S a4 w dom Remove
o= 00 6 3
1% 32 " I\I/<“i?1d|-e Destroy, || Whb,IV,312(7)
H?‘ d 9" | Remove || Lesko,DIE,338
om
B Middle || Pluck, Faulkner,
fdi King- cut CDME,p99,
S— dom | Remove wb, 1,581
Middle || Pluck, Faulk-
TP====| sd | King-| cu ner,CDME 273
dom Remo

Expressions referring to Removal or erasing to refer to perisha-

bility, destroying and expressing death the opposite of life and
human with no effluxes to his body.“"

In addition, the Removal expressions were related to dei-
ties, where the god “ Npr” removes the deceased away from the
gate of the horizon ray ** . Also, some deities were completely
erased like: Shu. In addition, Removal and its expressions re-
ferred to the perishability of members “® where they referred to
the removed/ erased face that destroyed (erased) the face and
shoulder“”,
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(1) Expressions referring to Removal and Revival:

Here in spell 29, the deceased denies being perished (removed)
or becoming extinct.

e R

N —) MWW — —

nsk.mdt dt
You will not perish (be destroyed) forever, forever.®’

Where the vb. “sk” was used to refer to removal “erasing”
and “destruction” too.

Spell 690f the coffin texts in the same meaning the following ©”

) v

n sk.k n htmk n rdwk ™

“you will not be destroyed, you will not be removed; no body ef-

flux for you.”

The vb. " htm “ also came with the vb. “sk” to refer to Removal

and erasing.

Expressions of erasing (Removal) and deities:

In the spell, the god “Npr” lives after removing the deceased
away from the gate. Spell (101) refers to the following ©V:
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AZioBt e ZRh ER <2 RIS B~ GRS

"m

in Npr pw nh rf m-ht mwt §dd tw m sb3 pw n i3ht.

“it is the god “npr” that lives after death he removes you

(keeps you away) from the gate of the horizon ray ©?

The vb. “sdd” appeared for the first time with the
meaning “Remove”.

29

In addition, the vb. “fdi” appeared to mean “erase-remove

s in spell 533qf the Sqffin tehts®®

gl N\ o

fdi sw smn 3kr."”
Sw is removed and aker stays
*Expressions of Removal and perishability of body members:

The spell about the deceased refers to him perishing his

face on his shoulder in the lake of peace. Spell 255 stipulates

the following ©**

[ehgh Tl SR b2

“sth m § htp sk hr.ii m nw n rmnwy "
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“He is unwrapped in the peace lake, and my face and

shoulders are erased .

The vb. “sk” was used to mean “Remove — erase” as in
spell 242 as the following is mentioned about the owner of the

erased or removed face:

P >
yah N | A §:41)
kk. (i) hn s sk hr " " ¥
“l eat with her, owner of the erased/obliterated or de-

stroyed face”

Expressions referring to erasing in the Book of The Dead ©”

There was a variety of expressions that referred to Removal

in the Book of the Dead as follows:

Word Phonetic era meaning Source
Reference
== New
0 dr kingdom Remove Wh, 473

Expressions appeared referring to removal in the Book of
the Dead referring to erasing evil or removing it. They also re-
ferred to removing wailing, fighting and all negative features

away from the deceased:
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In spell 79 of the Book of the Dead the following ap-

peared ©?

N2 gEw =S

nn

ii. n.i dr dwt
“I came to keep away evil”

And in spell 123 of the Book of the Dead, the following

appeared ©?:

2R NFlEgix b is

“iw dr.n.i h3.sn skn.i i3kb.sn ™

“I have removed their fight, have removed their wailing”®”
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Results:

The research aims at studying the key terms referring re-
moval in Ancient Egyptian texts and from the study of the words
in Pyramid texts turned out as follows:

The words “dr " «" b " were used to mean “remove
pain” — the word “sk” to mean “perish-remove-destroy”- “bi3i” to
mean “remove or erase the place”- the word “i”” to mean “erase-
remove the body”’- the word “fdi” to mean “erase the place away
from the king” — Ar¢” as an infinitive for the word “Hr”, a verb
meaning “remove he place away from the gods:

These words are related to the following aims of the An-
cient Egyptian:

(1) Removing the wounds of gods such as Horus

(2) Expressing the meaning of perishability by removal or erasing
the deceased which is hateful for him

(3) Erasing the place to move to a better place
(4) Removing harmful bodies to protect and save the deceased

(5) Removing evils, harms, knots and wraps that stick with Horus
to the foot

Also, the key terms of Removal in Coffin texts where the
word “sk” meaning “perishability”(destruction) that the deceased
does not wish for to live forever. The word “fdi”was used to
mean “erase- remove” the following aims of the Ancient Egyp-
tian:
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(1) Not hoping for perishability but hoping for eternal life.
(2) Non-perishability of deities such as " sw "
And be fixed like god “3kr”

The same words were used in the Book of the Dead where
the word “dr” was used to mean “remove- erase- destroy” to refer
to the following aims for the Ancient Egyptian :

(1) Keeping evil away from the deceased and erasing it away
from him

(2) Terminating fight/ war (erasing it) and erasing wailing (re-
move grief) from the deceased.

Discussion:

Removal had great symbolism in religious texts. Its refer-
ences varied in Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts and the Book of the
Dead:

*In the PT: - the vb. “dr” appeared to mean remove
wounds of Horus in his war, and the vb. “%” to mean “takes out—

remove a body member (Seth’s male member)”

*the vb. “sk” to mean “remove-perish- destroy”, the vb.
“Htm” to describe the hateful perishability that the king throws in
the “bwt”

*the vb. “sk™ also expressed removing a body member
which is the “43” flesh too.
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*the vb. “bi3i” was used in the “Pyramid Texts” to mean
“remove himself from his place to move to a better place (heav-
en) or on the metal (iron)

*the vb. “wd® was also used to mean not as ‘“‘separate”,
but as “erasing Re’s protection the deceased hopes for, and thus

hopes it is not erased/”

*the vb. “fdi” was used to describe the removal of evil

away from the king and thus the deceased king becomes eternal.”

*the vb. infinitive “Ar” was used to mean “removing the

king away from the deities”.

*Coffin Texts:

The Removal expressions were related to various concepts.
We mention that vb. “sk” came to mean “erasing or perishabil-

ity” that Man wishes to get rid of to become eternal.

*Also, the vb. “sdd” was used to mean “remove” the de-
ceased man away from the gate of the horizon gate.

*Also, the word “fdi” was used to mean erasing the god
“Shu” and the opposite word “smn” meaning to fix the god
“Akr,’.

“the word “sk” symbolized removing the body members
such as face and shoulder.
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*In The Book of the Dead:

The previous concepts were repeated. The word “dr” re-
ferred to erasing evil aiming at protection and erasing war and
wailing. Following is a table of the removal words with an ex-

planation of the development in forms of the words.

In the following table, words of Removal and an expla-

nation of the word form development

Word Phonetic era meaning Source
Reference
Old remove” -
-*—Jﬁiﬁa ht - . PT 540
kingdom | Hunt (1332 ) .
4 d Old erase- remove-
d kingdom get rid of PT 514
- (142 b) .
§ - % ht Old erase- remove PT 259
== A kingdom (312 .c).
=3
. Old
sk Kinadom erase- remove PT 268
g (372, a) .
=
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Word Phonetic era meaning Source
Reference
bi3i
Juﬂﬁkq ’ erase-
. Old remove PT 437
-JJU < kq bisi kingdom stay/ keep (801 a) .
JU JJ b i3 away from
% 1t Old erase- remove PT 506
= kingdom (1098, d).
i old | TMVE " | pT T
wd kingdom " " (1470, c).
separate
— i Old "erase- re- PT 670 .
c— ! kingdom move" PT 1978, ¢
F—3 Old "erase- PT 606
Qo hr kingdom remove" (1693, ).
|] ? Sk , "erase"
Middle "remove " CT 29
A — ] .
I] ok kingdom "destroy" (1,81, m)
"erase"
o » Old "remove" CT 29
?:':I A kingdom "destroy" (1,81, m).
"perish"
ﬁ E E N Middle Erase — CT 101
’ kingdom destroy (11 18 ,3).
. CT 533
Middle Erase —
&;be:ﬁ fdi . (CT VI
kingdom destroy 131,0) .
c—3 " BD,
— dr kir’:'e(;’;’)m ng: d?,f the 1 ch.exx
0 g 1, (3) .
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Conclusion:

Cleansing was considered getting rid/ disposing of or eras-
ing sensual and moral faul/ waste. The word “awb” or “wab” to

mean “cleansing”.

* The Ancient Egyptian know anther meaning for Removal be-
sides removing fouls from the body, it is erasing the name
which aimed at perishability and destruction. This kind was
one of the curses of the Ancient Egyptian against his enemies.

* The study dealt with keywords referring to Removal in An-
cient Egyptian religious texts. The study started with Pyramid
Texts where there was great symbolism in religious texts.
Wounds were removed from the body by spitting on them.
There was a great effect of Horus’s spittle on his cure and

wound removal.

* The deceased used to leave his place and his place was com-
pletely removed to stretch on the ground and after that the

great king’s face appears.

* Removal was also a symbol of perishability as the king was
removed and erased when he doe not enter into “Geb”. Threat
by removing the “kA” flesh one of the threats the deceased
king had to face.
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* From here, the deceased king prayed that Re’s protection for
him would not be erased and he would not be removed and
move away from the deities.

* Then, the study dealt with the words referring to Removal in
the Coffin Texts. The words referring to Removal were used
to refer to erasing the deities like: the god “Shu” who erases
and the god “Npr” is removed. Also, the deceased is removed
away from after he erases him from his place away from the
deities.

* In addition, the expressions of Removal referring to perisha-
bility of body members and they referred to erasing and re-
moval of the face and shoulder and erasing the face to refer to
perishability and destruction.

* the expressions of Removal appeared in the Book of the Dead
to refer to erasing the negative features as fight, wailing as
well as eliminating evil by erasing it.
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