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Abstract:

This research deals with the dialectic of ethics and religion of Diderot.
who the French consider one of their most important enlightenment glories
alongside Descartes, Rousseau, and Voltaire. Despite this, he found
unjustified neglect in Arab culture. This dialectic between ethics and religion
is evident according to Diderot in his refusal to base ethics on religion and his
emphasis on the separation between them. Hence, he was interested in
establishing a worldly, secular morality that was completely detached from
religion and - in most cases - came into conflict with it, expressing the plight
of the Enlightenment regarding religion. Claiming that humans can, through
reason and science, understand the laws of organized, monotonous, and strict
nature, and that if they adhere to these laws in their behavior, they will live in
peace and happiness. Thus, he preferred primitive morality over religious and
civil morality, and called for a morality without a god governed by the logic
of pleasure and pain alone. He said that human behavior is inevitable and that
it comes according to sensory motives and motives. His views on ethics and
religion also expressed the dynamism of Diderot's philosophy, which was not
a closed dogmatic philosophy, as its owner was always skeptical about his
theories and their results, developing issues to their extreme extent or to
paradoxes. We found transformations ravaging his philosophical system in
ethics and religion. He shifts from the ethical position to its opposite, and the
logic of transformations dominates his religious position. Where it turns from
deism to agnosticism to atheism. Until contradictions became an essential
feature of his philosophy, which deprived his ideas of the opportunity for
internal integration enjoyed by most philosophical schools of thought.

Keywords:Diderot,ethics,religion, deism, agnosticism, atheism, determinism.
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@ See, Kiki Gounaridou, John Hellweg, Introduction: Denis Diderot’s
Dramatic Suburbia, in: Two plays by Denis Diderot: The illegitimate Son
and The father of The family, Translated With an Introduction by Kiki
Gounaridou, John Hellweg, Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., New York, W.D,

p.1.
tien i (A ke — 5 m) I Cajlaal) 5533)¢ ) Cajlaall 8553 (e ke ¢ gm0 ()
Aalall D yaal) Al apalall ((V)oradl (Bl aladl) (AXludy) Gl ddaa (D a2
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® Denis Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew and, First Satire, Translated by
Margaret Mauldon, With an Introduction and Notes by Nicholas Cronk,
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2006, p.32.
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® Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew, p.34.
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D Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew, p.31.

12 Ibid, p.31.

3 Ibidem.

9 1bid, p.33.

3 1bidem.

19 |pid, p.75.

D Ibid, p.36.

¥ Ibid, p.50.

19 |bid, p.63.

@9 |pid, p.78.
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@4 Diderot, Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville,(Or Dialogue

Between A and B on The Inappropriateness of Attaching Moral Ideas to
Certain Physical Actions that do not Accord with Them), In Political
Writings, Translated and Edited by John Hope Mason and Robert Wokler,
Cambridge University Press, 1992, p.40.
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@3 |bid, p. 42.
%) 1hidem.

@) |bid, p. 44.
%) 1bid, p. 42.
@) |bid, p. 43.
GO |bid, p. 45.
1) 1bid, p. 50.
2) |bid, p.65.
%) Ibid, p.51.

(4 Diderot, Philosophical Thoughts, In: Diderot's Early Philosophical

Works, Translated and Edited by Margaret Jourdain, The Open Court
Publishing Company, Chicago / London, 1916, p.27.

3 Ibid, p.28.

(%) paul Edwards(editor), The Encyclopedia of Philosophy,Vol.2, Macmillan
Publishing, London, 1967, pp.401-402.(Art: Diderot).

Gyl Ll Aaengall gy ¢ palim) da dgana tiiped ¢ guaad ¢ e s ()
.i'\ua ﬁﬂ/\\c}i\.ﬂ\j

(%) See, Diderot, Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville, p.51.
) Ibid, p.51.
-V\ua c ok ¢ gi& ‘._?J‘)L& c‘).Lu\ ()
@1 Ibid, p.64.
1A . 5 (2\')
TAGe (i e Dla

) Diderot, Supplement to The VVoyage of Bougainville, p.66.
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(43 |ester G. Crocker, Diderot: The Embattled Philosopher, The Free Press,
New York, 1966, p.219.
() 1bid, p.220.
o st DLE TS e Bsdia VVIA B 88 VY igea ) Al ¢ gy )
AYYa VAAY ‘}i}ﬂ Z\:u)d\ :\.uujd\ ¢ gy ‘UALAAJ Qi dgana dan i
(%) |bid, p.343.

) |_ouise Crowther, Diderot, Spinoza, and the Question of Virtue, MHRA
Working Papers in the Humanities, 2 , 2007, p.17.
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) paul Edwards(editor), The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, p.402.(Art:
Diderot).
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54 Diderot, Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville, p.67.

a_..\A:IJ\Si s:‘.na‘)ﬂ\j calall) ‘)S‘)A cé)ét.a\ ‘U:\.Ai bj.l daa s ‘M\ u& “.°| ‘_IM\ ¢ 9y =)
YV Ga VA 5l

el e 1Al ¢ n g Axalyeg (Adagd o ASLe dan i o eamlall o) 55000 ()
AV RAR N _)5\.\:1 ¢ ')\.céj\ §)b5 cL\:USS‘ cGAjL’J\

%) paul Edwards, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy , p.401.(Art: Diderot).
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9 piderot, Rameau’s Nephew, p.73.

©) Diderot, Réve de D'Alembert , Oeuvres Complétes de Diderot, Vol. I,
Garnier Fréres, Libraires-Editeurs, Paris, 1875, p.176.
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) Diderot, Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville, p.66.

(%) Diderot, Legislation Art, In: Encyclopedic liberty: political articles in the

Dictionary of Diderot and D’Alembert, edited and with an introduction by
Henry C. Clark; Translated by Henry C. Clark and Christine Dunn
Henderson, Indianapolis , Liberty Fund, Inc., 2016.p. 328.

() Diderot, Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville, p.67.
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™) Ibid, p.74.

() Maurice Tourneux, Diderot et Catherine I, Calmann Lévy (Editeur),

Paris, 1899, p. 520.
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(%) Denis Diderot, Entretien d'un philosophe avec la Maréchale de XXX, en:

Diderot —Ecrits Philosophiques, Présentation et Notes de Hervé
Falcou,Jean-Jacques Pauvert, éditeur, Hollande, 1964, p.297.

") bid, p.298.
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() Denis Diderot, Entretien d'un philosophe avec la Maréchale de XXX,
0.299.

50 1hid, p.302.
&1 1bid, p.302.
52 1bid, p.306.

®3) William E. Burns, Science in the Enlightenment- An Encyclopedia, ABC-
CLIO, Inc., Oxford, England, 2003, p.79.
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(%9 Rousseau, Emile, or Treatise on Education, Translated by William H
.Payne, London, 1926, p.xix.

®7) Diderot, The Nun, Translated By Russell Goulbourne, Oxford University
Press, New York .2005, p.138.
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0 Edward  Craig(editor), The Shorter Routledge Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, p.164. (Art: Diesm).

®b Diderot, pensées Philosophiques, A La Haye, Aux Dépens De La
Campagnie, 1746, Ch.1, p.1.
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3 Diderot, De La Suffisance La Religion Naturelle, Oeuvers Compoléts de
Diderot Philosophie, VVol.1, Garnier Fréres, paris,1875, p.263.
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® See, Edward Craig(ed), The Shorter Routledge Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, London and New York, First Published, 2005, p.164.

%®) Diderot, pensées Philosophiques, pp.38.
@7 Ibid, pp.16-17.
©® |bid, pp.26-27.
AY o sl il cilalm) xSl e ()
(190) 1hid, pp.38-39.
(%D 1hid, pp.40-43.
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(*°) Diderot, pensées Philosophiques, pp.13-14.
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19 piderot, pensées Philosophiques, pp.10-11.
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112) Cheryl Anne Lambert, Experience and Knowledge in Eighteenth-Century
Literature and Science:Denis Diderot and Benjamin Franklin, A
Dissertation Submitted in partial Satisfaction of The Requirements for The
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Comparative Literature, University of
California, June 1995, p.37.
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(114) Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew, p.78.
AL o gl Aiadh clali) xSl Hla ol (19
Al &‘)Aj\ c‘)k.ﬂ (HT)

Al @‘)An c‘)k.ﬂ (HV)
18 Diderot, Addition aux Pensées philosophiques, Version électronique
eBooksLib. com, Avril-2002, p.6.

19 jyles Simon, Natural Religion, Translated by J.W. Cole, Edited with
preface and Notes by The Rev. J. B. Marsden, M. A., London, 1957, p.
VIII .

(120 piderot, The Nun, A New Translation by Russell Goulbourne, Oxford
University Press, New York .2005, p.8.

(121 1bid, p.138.
122 hiderot, Addition aux Pensées philosophiques, p.5.
129 Ipid, p.11.
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(2% Diderot, Letter on The Blind for The Use of Those Who see, p.109.

126) Thomas Mautner (editor), The Penguin Dictionary of Philosophy,
Penguin Books, 1997, p.142.
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1- Diderot, Letter on The Blind for The Use of Those Who see, In:

Diderot's Early Philosophical Works, Translated and Edited by Margaret
Jourdain, The Open Court Publishing Company, Chicago/ London, 1916.

2- , Philosophical Thoughts, In: Diderot's Early Philosophical
Works, Translated and Edited by Margaret Jourdain, The Open Court
Publishing Company, Chicago / London, 1916.

3- , Legislation Art, In: Encyclopedic liberty: political articles in
the Dictionary of Diderot and D Alembert, edited and with an introduction
by Henry C. Clark; Translated by Henry C. Clark and Christine Dunn
Henderson, Indianapolis , Liberty Fund, Inc., 2016.

4- , Supplement to The Voyage of Bougainville,(Or Dialogue
Between A and B on The Inappropriateness of Attaching Moral Ideas to
Certain Physical Actions that do not Accord with Them), In Political
Writings, Translated and Edited by John Hope Mason and Robert Wokler,
Cambridge University Press, 1992.

5- , The Nun, Translated By Russell Goulbourne, Oxford
University Press, New York .2005.
6- , Rameau’s Nephew and, First Satire, Translated by Margaret

Mauldon, With an Introduction and Notes by Nicholas Cronk, Oxford
University Press, Oxford, 2006.
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1- Diderot, pensées Philosophiques, A La Haye, Aux Dépens De La
Campagnie, 1746.

2- , Réve de D'Alembert, Oeuvres Completes de Diderot, Vol. II,
Garnier Fréres, Libraires-Editeurs, Paris, 1875.

3- , De La Suffisance La Religion Naturelle, Oeuvers Compoléts
de Diderot Philosophie, VVol.1, Garnier Fréres, paris, 1875.

4- , Entretien d'un philosophe avec la Maréchale de XXX, en:
Diderot —Ecrits Philosophiques, Présentation et Notes de Hervé Falcou,
Jean-Jacques Pauvert, éditeur, Hollande, 1964.

YIYY [aYeve i (M) axd)




i e il (liagd /3

5- , Addition aux Pensées philosophiques, Version électronique
eBooksLib. Com, Avril—2002.
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