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Abstract:

If progress has become one of the basic concepts in modern and
contemporary philosophy, as the goal around which all human
activities revolve, then the search for a law of progress that governs the
development of the ever-changing world in the Heraclitean sense has
been the goal that philosophers and thinkers have searched for in
Western thought since the eighteenth century. Until Saint-Simon came
and tried to define it in the law consisting of two cycles. Whenever one
cycle passed, the other inevitably followed. Then his student Auguste
Comte believed that the law of the three stages is the law that explains
human progress. This research is the first study in the Arabic language
that attempts to present an almost integrated vision of what is meant by
the law of progress through a critical review of Saint-Simon and his
student Auguste Comte. The study concluded that the problem of
searching for a law of progress remains without a final solution,
especially after the radical structural criticism presented to it by Lévi-
Strauss. The researcher also concluded that there is no single law for
human progress, but rather that each nation has its own experience that
stems from the nature of its own circumstances, and that progress
includes all fields and is not specific to one field alone, and that saying
that there is one law of progress is a Western claim that has been used
to serve the Western imperialist ideology. In addition, racism, which
resulted in Social Darwinism, which affirms the West’s superiority
over the East, so that the West has the right to colonize the East under
the pretext of creating conditions conducive to enlightenment and
progress.

Keywords: Law of Progress, Western Thought, Saint-Simon, Auguste
Comte, Law of Three Stages, Theory of Progress.
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12} saint Simon, Study on Universal Gravitation, In Henri Saint-Simon

(1760-1825) Selected Writings on Science, Industry and Social

Organization, Translated and edited by Keith Taylor, Routledge, London
and New York, 2015, p. 124.
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(@5 |_eibniz, Theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man
and Origin of Evil, edited with Austin Farrer, translated by E.m.,
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Anthropology, History and Education, Edited by Gunter Zoller and Robert
Louden, Cambridge University Press, 2007, p. 109.
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(32) See, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, On the Nature of the Scholar, and its
Manifestations, Translated from the German, with a Memoir of the
Author, by William Smith, University of Toronto, London, 1845, pp.144-
153.

53) David G.Green, Reinventing Civil Society, London, Institute of Economic
Affairs, 1993, p.viii.

5% Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes-Hero Worship, and The Heroic in History,
Edited by Henry David Gray, Longmans, Green, and Co, New York,
1906, pp.1-2.

35 Hegel, Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion, Vol.1, Edited by Peter C.
Hodgson and translated by R. Brown, Peter Hodgson and J. Stewart,
University of California Press,1984, p.429.
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Translated with an Introduction by Felix Markham, Harper & Row,
Publishers, New York and Evanston,1952,p.21.

() Saint  Simon, A. Thierry, The Reorganization of The European
Community, In : Social Organization the Science of Man and Other
Writings, Edited and Translated with an Introduction by Felix Markham,
Harper & Row, Publishers, New York and Evanston,1952, pp.28-29.
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40 Simon, Study on Universal Gravitation, p.124.
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(4¢) saint Simon, Industry, In: Henri Saint-Simon (1760-1825) Selected
Writings on Science, Industry and Social Organization, Translated and
edited by Keith Taylor, Routledge, London and New York, 2015, p.174.
Idem.
(8 Saint Simon, The Organizer, In: Henri Saint-Simon (1760-1825) Selected

Writings on Science, Industry and Social Organization, Translated and
edited by Keith Taylor, Routledge, London and New York, 2015, p.194.
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®4 saint Simon, Introduction to the Scientific Studies of the Nineteenth
Century, in: Social Organization the Science of Man and Other Writings,
Edited and Translated with an Introduction by Felix Markham, Harper &
Row, Publishers, New York and Evanston,1952, p.13.

®5) Simon, Essay of The Science of Man (1813), p.21-23.
8 Simon, Introduction to the Scientific Studies of the 19th Century, p.102.
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®7 Ibid, p.100.

®8 Saint Simon, Second Prospectus for A New Encyclopedia, In: Henri
Saint-Simon (1760-1825) Selected Writings on Science, Industry and
Social Organization, Translated and edited by Keith Taylor, Routledge,
London and New York, 2015, p.110.

®9 saint Simon, New Christianity, translated by J. E. Smith, Published by
B.D. Cousins, London, 1834, pp.50-51.
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4 Auguste Comte, A General View of Positivism, Cambridge University

Press, New York, 2009, p.8.

(%5 Andrew Wernick, Auguste Comte and the Religion of Humanity The Post-
Theistic Program of French Social Theory, Cambridge University Press,
New York, 2003, p.1.

%6 Auguste Comte, The Positive Philosophy of Auguste Comte, freely
translated and condensed by, H. Martineau, Vol.1, New York-London,
1753, pp.1-2.
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2) Ibid, p.2.

3 Ibid, p.3.
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®L) Herbert Marcuse, Reason and Revolution, Hegel and the Rise of Social
Theory, Routledge, London, 2nd Edition, 1941, p.345.

®2) Ibid, p.353.
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"Great Books of the Western World"”, part 8, Vol 1, William Benton
published, U.S.A, 1952,

2- Carlyle (Thomas), On Heroes-Hero Worship, and The Heroic in History,
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6- Fichte (Johann Gottlieb), On the Nature of the Scholar, and its
Manifestations, Translated from the German, with a Memoir of the
Author, by William Smith, University of Toronto, London, 1845.
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11- Leibniz, Theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man

S gaal daaly cula¥) AT Apalal) Adaall | Y Y AA



https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Fichte%2C+Johann+Gottlieb%2C+1762-1814%22
https://archive.org/details/university_of_toronto

ot YA (B pdlil (19l (s cund) AL

12-

13-

14-

16-

17-

19-

20-

(230 (C950 Coaseir g1 (opas ()

and Origin of Evil, edited with Austin Farrer, translated by E.M.,
Huggard, Chicago and La Salle, Illinois, 1990.

Marcuse (Herbert), Reason and Revolution, Hegel and the Rise of Social
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