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Abstract:

The Concept of authority according to Themistius

""A Study in Political Philosophy"*

This research deals with The Concept of authority according to
Themistius, “A Study in Political Philosophy”, the concept of authority is
considered one of the basic concepts in political philosophy, considering that
it has shaped thought and practice from the earliest times to the present,
fourth-century political philosopher Themistius addressed this idea with
analysis and criticism. Who made a sincere effort to portray a picture of
imperial politics in his era.

The research is divided into a preface and seven components. The
preface deals with the life of Themistius and his most important works. The
components are as follows: The first is the emergence of the state, according
to Themistius. The second is philosophy and authority. The third is
authority and the attributes of the philosopher-king. The fourth is authority
and its functions. The fifth is authority and virtue. The sixth is the theocracy
of authority. The seventh is authority and religious tolerance. At the end of
his research, the researcher concluded that Themistius gave applied
importance to philosophy in the world of politics. He associated philosophy
with authority so that philosophy could prove its practical usefulness. He also
placed a high value on religious tolerance in positions of power, and this was
a clear demand for religious and philosophical freedom made by him in the
fourth century. A person's belief and mental conviction to care for the spirit
realm are their own, not those of a higher authority.

Keywords: Themistius, Authority, Virtue, Tolerance, Theocracy.
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U Donald M.Borchert: Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Vol(1), Thomson&
Gale, U.S.A., 2" edition, 2006, P. 259. See also, Henry J. Blumenthal:
Themistius "The last peripatetic commentator on Aristotle”, in Aristotle
transformed The Ancient commentators and their influence, Edited by
Richard Sorabji Cornell University press, New York, 1990, P. 123.

@ Inna Kupreeva: Themistius, Cambridge University Press, 2011,. P. 397.
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®Arnaud Zucker: Themistius in Brill's companion to the Reception of
Aristotle in Antiquity, Edited by Andrea Falcon, Brill, Boston, 2016, P.
358. See also, Miira Tuomineu: The Ancient Commentators on Plato and
Aristotle, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, London and New York,
2009, P. 26.

® Arnaud Zucker: Op. Cit. P. 361.
© Inna Kupreeva: Op. Cit. P. 397.
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() peter Healther and David Moncur: Politics, Philosophy, and Empire in the
Fourth Century, with Translation and Introduction to Selected Orations of
Themistius, Liverpool University press, 2001, P. 43

® Adrastos Omissi: Simon Swain (Ed and Tr), Themistius and Valens,
Orations (6-13), Translated texts for Historians 78, in Plekos 24, 2022, P.
436.
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@ R. Malcolm Errington: Themistius and His Emperors, An essay in
University of Marburg, Berlin, 2017, P. 863. See Also, F.A. Wright: A
History of Later Greek Literature from the Death of Alexander in 323 B.C
to the Death of Justinian in 565 A.D, London, 2" edition, 1952, P. 357.

@9 Evangeline Lyons: Hellenic Philosophers as Ambassadors to the Roman
empire "Performance, Parrhesia, and power"”, A Dissertation submitted in
partial Fulfillment of The Requirements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, University of Michigan, 2011, P. 162.

@ Adrastos Omissi: Op. Cit. P. 435.
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3 Arnaud Zucker: Op. Cit. P. 358.
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- Themistius: Political Orations (1:19), In Politics, Philosophy, and Empire
in the Fourth Century, Select orations of Themistius, Translated with an
introduction by Peter Heather and David Moncur, Liverpool University
press, 2001.

- Themistius: The Private Orations (20:34), Translated with an introduction
by Robert J. Penella, University of California Press, 2000.
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@® Themistius: Or(34)" In Reply to those who found Fault with Him for
Accepting Public office", (IlI), P. 211.
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-William Son: Specialization and Division of Labor in the social thought of

Plato and Rousseau, An essay in the Journal of Librarian studies, Volume
(IV), No.1, 1980, P. 45.
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@9 |awrence J. Daly: A Mandarin of Late Antiquity "The political life and
though of Themistius”, A Dissertation submitted to the Faculty of the
Graduate School of Loyola University in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the degree of doctor Philosophy, 1970, P. 85. See also,
Christopher shields: Aristotle, Taylor & Francis E-library, 2007, P. 354.

@) |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 89.
@1 Ibid: P. 100.
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@) |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 101.
@7 |bid: P. 94.

@) peter Heather and David Moncur: Politics, Philosophy and Empire in the
Fourth Century, P. 66.

@9 Themistius: Or(6) " On Brotherly love", 76 b- c- d, P. 187.
@0 | awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 92.
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33 Evangeline Lyons: Op. Cit. P. 148.
G4 Ibid: P. 149.
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3% J.H. Russell: Athens and Byzantium "Platonic political Philosophy in
religious empire", A Dissertation Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of the
Louisiana state University, in Partial Fulfillment of Requirements for the
degree of doctor of Philosophy in the department of political Science,
2010, P.13.

3% Evangeline Lyons: OP. Cit. P. 150.
@7 Lawrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 79.

®® Themistius: Or(31) "Concerning My presidency of the Senate", 352, PP.
189-190.

39 Themistius: Or(34), (I11), PP. 210- 211.
“0 |awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 28.

“1) peter Heather and David Moncur: Politics, Philosophy and Empire in the
Fourth Century, PP. 4- 5.

“2) |Lawrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 80.

“3 Themistius: Or (5), "On the Consulship to the Emperor Jovian", 64a,
P.160.

“ Themistius: Or(6), 72a-b, P. 180. See also, Drspina Loslf: AThemistian
achievement in tune with imperial Propaganda, An essay in Hellenic Open
University, 2015, P. 5.

“>) Lawrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 37.

“® Themistius: Or(17), " On the Election to the urban prefecture”, 215a, p.
301.

“D Simon Swain: Themistius, Julian, and Greek Political Theory under
Roma, Texts translation and studies of four key works, Cambridge
University press, New York, 2013, P.79.

“® Themistius: Or(17) 214a, P. 299. See also, Simon swain: Op. Cit. P. 83.

(“9) See, Riccardo Chiaradonna: Julian's letter to Themistius on the 4™ century
philosophical debate, Roma tre University, Oxford, 2015, P.1.

®0 Themistius: Or(17), 214d, P. 301. See also, Themistius: Or (3),"Embassy
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Speech for Constantinople Delivered in Roma", 44c, p. 130.
©" Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 79.

©2) Jayanta Kumar: Western Political Philosophy, utkal University, Without
date, p.35.

®® John A. Guegun: Plato and the modern escape from Political
responsibility, Lanham, Lexington Book, 2002, P. 7.

©H Will Durant: The Story of Philosophy “The lives and opinions of the
Greater philosophers”, Rocke Feller, New York, 1962, PP. 24-25.
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©® Themistius: Or(21), "The Philosopher", 269, P. 85.
©"" Arnaud Zucker: Op. Cit. P. 359.

©8 Themistius: Or(20)," A Funeral Oration in Honor of His Father", 235, P.
54. See also, Themistius: Or (34), V, P. 212. In addition, Henry J.
Blumenthal: Op. Cit. P.114.

®9 Themistius: Or(34), V, VI, PP. 212- 213,
©0 | oc. Cit.

®) Themistius: Or(32), "On Moderation of One's Emotions"”, 358, 359, PP.
197-198.

©2) Themistius: Or(26), "How the Philosopher Should Speak”, 325, P. 156.
®® Themistius: Or(31), 353, 354, P. 191.

©% Ppeter Heather and David Moncur: Op. Cit. P.6.

®% Themistius: Or(23), "The Sophist", 290, P. 117.

©®) |bid: 288, P. 114. See also, Robert J. penella: Plato (and others) in the
orations of Themistius, Fordham University, 2014, P. 148.

©) Themistius: Or(33), 289, P. 116.

©® See, Plato: Sophists, The Dialogues of Plato, Translated into English with
Analyses and introduction By B. Jowett, Oxford University, 3rd edition,
1891, PP. 1515: 1522.
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(9 Moyses Garcia: Julian and Themistius" Panegyric, Communication, and
Power in the fourth century Roman Empire", A Dissertation Submitted in
Partial Satisfaction of the requirements for the Doctor degree, University
of California, 2017, P. 293.

) Themistius: Or(3), 45b, P. 131.
(2 Themistius: Or(1), "On The Love of Mankind", 5a- b-c, P. 82.
@ Ipid: 7a- b, P. 84.
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) Themistius: Or(1), 6a-b, p. 83.
®0) Themistius: Or(15), " The Most Royal of the Virtues”, 189 a, P. 241.
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Themistius: Or (21), 259, 260, P. 82.
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@3 Themistius: Or (21), 257, PP. 79-80.
@8 Themistius: Or(3), 46a, P. 132.
@) Themistius: Or (6), 81c, P. 194.
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@8 Alexander Skinner: Violence at Constantinople in 341/342 AD and
Themistius Oration I, An essay in Journal of Roman Studies, Volume
(105), 2013, P. 236.

@9 Themistius: Or (1), 9d, P. 87.

®0 Themistius: Or (34), XXV, XXVI, PP. 227-228.
®Y Themistius: Or (1), 12¢c-d, P. 90.

®2) Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 35.

@ Daly Kingsley: Stoicism "A Beginner's Guide to the History and
Philosophy of stoicism", Pine Peak Publishing, 2016, P. 6.

@9 N.N. Bolgov: Themistius and His Works in the context of cultural
continuity, An essay in Belgorod National Research University, 2014,
P.181.

@ Themistius: Or (22),"On Friendship", 264 — 265, P. 88.
©® Ibid: 266, P. 90.

@7 Ibid: 267, P. 91.

®® Themistius: Or (1), 17b-c, PP. 95-96.
®9 Themistius: Or (22), 274, PP. 98-99.
@90 Themistius: Or (6), 2c-d, P. 181.

@) Moyses Garcia: Op. Cit. P. 74.

@92 |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 132.
1% Drspina Loslf: Op. Cit. P. 2.

@09 N.N. Bolgov: Op. Cit. P. 181.

1% Riccardo Chiaradonna: Op. Cit. P.9.
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@9 Themistius: Or(34), I, P. 210. See also, Lawrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P.24.
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1%) Themistius: Or(15), 187a, P. 239.
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@ | awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 160.
@12) Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 35.
@13 Themistius: Or(1), 14b-c, P. 92.
@4 Ibid: 15c, P. 93.
@13 Alexander Skinner: Op. Cit. P. 237.
@19 |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 147.
@) Themistius: Or(1), 6a, P. 83.
@19 Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 32.
@19 Themistius: Or(30),"Should One Engage in Farming?", 349, P. 185.
129 |bid: 350, P. 186.
@2 | oc. Cit.
122) Simon Swain: Op. Cit. PP. 32-33.
@23 Themistius: Or(30), 350, P. 187.

@2 Themistius: On Virtue, Translated by Alberto Rigolio, In Ancient
Commentators on Aristotle , General Edition: Richard Sorabji, Emeritus,
Michael Griffin, Bloomsbury Academic, New York, 1% edition, 2019, 29,
P. 343

@25 Themistius: On The Soul, Translated by Robert Bitodd, Bloomsbury,
London, 2014, P. 15.
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@27 Themistius: On Virtue, 11, P. 337.
128 Themistius: Or(1), 11c, P. 89.
129 Themistius: On Virtue, 31, P. 344
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@39 Ibid: 43, P. 348,
@31 Dale Kingsley: Op. Cit. P. 14.
@32 Riccardo Chiaradonna: Op. Cit. P. 4.
@33 Themistius: On Virtue, 6, P. 335.
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@35 Themistius: Or(34), Il, P. 210.
@38 |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P.5.

@37 Alejandro Cadenas: The Veneration of imperial images Between the
Constantinian and theodosian dinasties, An essay in Potsdam University,
2016, P. 97.

138 Michael Schramm: Platonic Ethics and Political in Themistius and
Julian, University of Leipzig, Without date, P. 134.
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@49 |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 102.
@41 Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 32.

@42) Themistius: Or (15 ), 197b—c, P. 252.
@43 Themistius: Or(17), 215 a, P. 301.
@49 Themistius: Or(1), 3d, P. 80.

@49 |_awrence J. Daly: Op. Cit. P. 102.

@4 Theodore G.Dedon: Imperial Virtue in the technological society"
Themistius Imperial virtue and its potential Application in institutional
Foundation and Designs”, An essay in Religion and institutional
Morality, Georgetown University, 2016, P. 14.

G55 0 a3 s AT s S ) ) 01l 58] Yz adal )l s lu g s OFF
T‘YT_‘A YOVY 63‘)&1.85\ ¢4aldil) J)mdhtdl w\ ‘U}ﬁ]}dﬁ#‘

Jo gl Aaaly ¥ A0S Aalat) Aaad) | QY'Y




it ok Al gl
Ot )| i (9 A} 3"

ssh f Wl Sl YVeia (Y Yo Vel Oz o sale s ) 33aY e ghas j O
ple 8 daxiay o ytia g A pill ) Al sl (e den i Yz cpusilasin ) 33AY) e
raal 3 i el () adis ulgiiban el s e clides adle sle 5 431 ) ki g GAYI
O 8m £ ) Y eVl Y o A 5L (U Adlall By el Al cad) i)

.V\ e

@49 william Turner: Op. Cit. P. 153.

@0\ T. Stace: A Critical History of Greek Philosophy, Macmillan, London,
1920, P. 89.

@D plato: Theaitetus, The Dialogues of Plato, Translated into English with
Analyses and introduction By B. Jowett, Oxford University, 3rd edition,
1891, PP. 1765-1766.

152) Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P.35.

@53 peter Heather and David Moncur: Op. Cit. P. 65. See also, N.N. Bolgov:
Op. Cit. P. 181.

> Michael Schramm: Op. Cit. P. 134.
@53 Themistius: Or(5), 64b-c, PP. 160-161.

158 Riccardo Chiaradonna: Op. Cit. P.2. See also, Bishop Daniel: On Divine
Philanthropy from Plato to John Chrysostom, Athens, 1% edition, 1983,
P.1072.

@) Michael Schramm: Op. Cit. P. 134. See also, Alejandro Cadenas: Op.
Cit. P.96.

@8 Henry J. Blumenthal: Op. Cit. P. 114.
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(%0 N.N. Bolgov: Op. Cit. .181.
@Y Drspina Loslf: Op. Cit. P.5. See also, Simon swain: Op. Cit. PP. 96-97.

(162) Maijastina Kahlos: Rhetoric and Realities "Themistius and the changing
tides in imperial religious Policies in the Fourth Century”, An essay in
Politiche Religioso Nel Mondo Antico E-Tradoantico, 2011, P. 293.
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@3 julian's Letter to Themistius the philosopher, in The Works of the
Emperor Julian, Volume(2), With an English Translation by Wilmer
Cave wright, Harvard University Press, 1913, P. 175.

@9 Simon Swain: Op. Cit. P. 61.

185 Moyses Garcia: Op. Cit. P. 50.

18 julian's Letter to Themistius the philosopher: PP. 160-161.
@87 Riccardo Chiaradonna: Op. Cit. P. 3.

188 Moyses Garcia: Op. Cit. P. 285.

(1%9) Julian’s letter to Themistius the philosopher: P. 167.

@9 Ibid: P.162.

@) Riccardo Chiaradonna: Op. Cit. P. 5.

@72 Ipid: P. 13.

@ Ibid: P. 9.
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@7 Michael Schramm: Op. Cit. P. 143.
@73 R Malcolm Errington: OP. Cit. P. 877.
@78) Maijastina Kahlos: Op. Cit. P. 288.
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@) Mar Marcos: Emperor Jovian's Law of religious tolerance, Edipuglia,
2014, P.154.

@78 R. Malcolm Errington: Op. Cit. P.876.
@7 Alejandro Cadenas: Op. Cit. P. 102.
(180) Themistius: Or(5), 67b-c, PP. 165-166.
@5 Ibid: 68a, P. 167.
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182) | oc. Cit.

@83 | awrence J. Daly: Themistius' plea for Religious tolerance, Oxford,
1964, P.73.

@84 L oc. Cit.

185 Mar Marcos: Op. Cit. P. 166.

(188) Maijastina Kahlos: Op. Cit. P. 292.

187 N.N. Bolgov: Op. Cit. P. 179.

188) Mar Marcos: Op. Cit. PP.153- 154.

@89 |_awrence J. Daly: Themistius' plea For Religious Tolerance, P. 71.
199 Maijastina Kahlos: Op. Cit. P. 299.

@ Mar Marcos: Op. Cit. P. 176.

@2 Ipid: P. 177.

@9 Ibid: P. 176.

@9 Ibid: P.177.

1% Maijastina Kahlos: Op. Cit. P. 297.

@9 Ibid: P. 300.

@9 |_awrence J. Daly: Themistius' Plea for Religious tolerance, P. 70.
198 Alexander Skinner: Op. Cit. P. 246.

199 peter Heather and David Moncur: Op. Cit. P. 63.

@9 prspina Loslf: Op. Cit. P. 6.

@Y Themistius: Or(5), 68c-d, 69a, PP. 168-169.
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1- Julian's Letter to Themistius the philosopher, in the works of the emperor
Julian, Volume(2), with an English Translation by Wilmer Cave wright,
Harvard University Press, 1913.
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Plato: Sophists, The Dialogues of Plato, Translated in to English with
analyses and introduction By B. Jowett, Oxford University, 3rd edition,
1891.

Plato: Theaitetus, The Dialogues of Plato, Translated in to English with
analyses and Introduction By B. Jowett, Oxford University, 3" edition,
1891.

Themistius: On the Soul, Translated by Robert Bitodd, Bloomsbury,
London, 2014.

: On Virtue, Translated by Alberto Rigolio, in Ancient
Commentators on Aristotle, General Editors: Richard Sorabji, Emeritus,
Michael Griffin, Bloomsburg Academic, New York, 1% edition, 2019.

: Political Orations (1:19)« in Politics, Philosophy, and empire
in the Fourth Century, Select orations of Themistius, Translated with an
introduction by Peter Heather and David Moncur, Liverpool University
press, 2001.

The private Orations (20:34)¢ Translated with an
introduction by Robert J. Penella, University of California Press, 2000.
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1- Adrastos Omissi: Simon Swain (Ed and TR), Themistius and Valens
"Orations (6-13)", Liverpool University press, 2021.

2- Alejandro Cadenas: The Veneration of imperial images Between the
Constantinian and theodosian Dinasties, An essay in Potsdam University,
2016.

3- Alexander Skinner: Violence at Constantinople in 341/342 A.D and
Themistius Oration I, An essay in Journal of Roman Studies, Vol (105),
2015.

4- Arnaud Zucker: Themistius, in Brill's Companion to the Reception of
Aristotle in antiquity, Edited by Andrea Falcon, Brill, Boston, 2016.

5- Bishop Daniel: On Divine Philanthropy from Plato to John Chrysostom,
Athens, 1% edition, 1983.

6- Christopher Shields: Aristotle, Taylor& Francis E-library, London, 2007.

7- Daly Kingsley: Stoicism, A Beginner's Guide to the History & Philosophy
of stoicism, Pine Peak publishing, 2016.

8- Drspina Loslf: A Themistius achievement in tune with imperial
Propaganda, An essay in Hellenic Open University, 2015.

9- Evangeline Lyons: Hellenic Philosophers as Ambassadors to the Roman
Empire "Performance, Parrhesia and power"”, A Dissertation submitted in
partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in the University of Michigan, 2011.

10- F.A. Wright: A History of later Greek literature from the Death of
Alexander in 323 B.C to the Death of Justinian in 565 A.d, London, 2™
edition, 1952.

11- Henry J. Blumenthal: Themistius, the Last peripatetic commentator on
Aristotle, in Aristotle transformed "The ancient commentators, and their
influence”, Edited by Richard Sorabji, Cornell University press, New
York, 1990.

12- Inna Kupreeva: Themistius, Cambridge University press, 2011.
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24-

J.H. Russell: Athens and Byzantium "Platonic political philosophy in
Religious Empire", A Dissertation submitted to the Graduate Faculty of
the Louisiana state University, in partial Fulfillment of Requirements for
the degree of Doctor of philosophy in the department of political science,
2010.

Jayanta Kumar: Western Political philosophy, Utkal University, without
date.

John A. Guegun: Plato and the modern escape from political
responsibility, Lanham, Lexington Books, 2002.

Lawrence J. Daly: A Mandarin of late Antiquity "The political life and
thought of Themistius™, A Dissertation submitted to the Faculty of the
Graduate school of Loyola University in partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the degree of Doctor Philosophy, 1970.

Lawrence J. Daly: Themistius' Plea for Religious tolerance, Oxford,
1964.

Maijastina Kahlos: Rhetoric and Realities "Themistius and the changing
tides in imperial Religious policies in the Fourth century", an essay in
Politiche Religiose Nel Mondo Antico, 2011.

Mar Marcos: Emperor Jovian's law of religious tolerance, Edipuglia,
2014.

Michael Schramm: Platonic Ethics and Politics in Themistius and Julian,
University of Leipzig, without date.

Miira Tuomineu: The Ancient Commentators on Plato and Aristotle,
Routledge, Taylor & France Group, London and New York, 2009.

Moyses Garcia: Julian and Themistius "Panegyric, Communication, and
Power in the Fourth Century Roman Empire”, A Dissertation submitted
in partial satisfaction of the Requirements for the doctor degree,
University of California, 2017.

N.N. Bolgov: Themistius and his works in the Context of Cultural
Continuity, An essay in Belgorod National Research University, 2014.

Peter Healther and David Moncur: Politics, Philosophy, and empire in
the Fourth Century, with a Translation and Introduction to selected
Orations of Themistius, Liverpool University press, 2001.
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R. Malcolm Errington: Themistius and His Emperors, An essay in
University of Marburg, Berlin, 2017.

Riccardo Chiaradonna: Julian's letter to Themistius in the 4th century
philosophical debate, Roma Tre University, Oxford, 2015.

Robert J. Penella: Plato (and others) in The Orations of Themistius,
Fordham University, without date.

Simon Swain: Themistius, Julian and Greek Political theory Under
Rome, Texts translations and studies of four key works, Cambridge
University press, New York, 2013.

Theodore G.Dedon: Imperial virtue in the technological society
"Themistius Imperial virtue and its potential Application Institutional
Foundation and Designs”, An essay in Religion and institutional
Morality, Georgetown University, 2016.

W.T. Stace: A Critical History of Greek Philosophy, Macmillan,
London, 1920.

Will Durant: The story of Philosophy "The lives and opinions of the
Greater philosophers”, Rocke feller, New York, 1962.

William Son: Specialization and the Division of labor in the Social
though of Plato and Rousseau, An essay in the Journal of librarian
studies, Vol (1V), No. I, 1980.

33- William Turner: A History of philosophy, Ginn Company, London,

1903.
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1- Donald M.Borchert: The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Vol (1), Thomson
& Gale, U...S.A, 2nd edition, 2006.
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