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Abstract: 

This research revolves around the Epistemology at John 

Sergeant (1623-1707 AD), an English philosopher and Catholic priest 

whose talents appeared early as a controversial person, and whose 

biographers said that he died with a pen in his hand. He has different 

orientations and opposing opinions to Descartes and Locke, as he 

rejected the project of practicing philosophy from a Cartesian 

perspective, and found that the biggest error in Descartes and Locke’s 

approach to the search for knowledge lies in the way they refer to ideas. 

He also used the term science loosely to refer to any body of organized 

knowledge, and therefore certainty was the characteristic of true 

knowledge for him, and he believed that the basic starting point for all 

fields of knowledge that wish to achieve the required certainty is the 

idea or explanation of the topics of this field as they exist. In mind. 

Then we explained what his notion was? How does it work in his 

epistemology? And that the notion is his way of seeking to build 

science or any field of knowledge on a strong foundation, and that the 

central doctrine of sergeant,s epistemology is that the notion is the thing 

or object itself in proportion to our understanding of it; Then we will be 

exposed to the intellectual and cognitive development in his life, the 

relationship between ideas and words, as well as representative ideas 

and knowledge of external objects, as well as his argument against 

knowledge through ideas, and the disagreement about ideas between 

him and his contemporary Locke, judgments and the truth of 

knowledge, scientific knowledge and his evidential argument. Here we 

do not mean to commemorate him only, but rather that his criticism of 

Descartes and Locke will help in assembling and linking the parts of 

philosophical thought
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 :حياة سيرجينتالتطور الفكري والمعرفي في 

John SergeantBarrow

William Sergeant

Barton

st. John's college

William Best

Thomas MortonBishop of Durham
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science 

(18)

 

 

 the notion, the 

conception 

his Epistemology 
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 :سيرجينت عند العلاقة بين الأفكار والكلمات

the central doctrine of 

s epistemology,sergeant

 

 

picture or resemblance

Expression
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the Ideas 

or Resemblances
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Word{Idea}
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intellectually

a Stone 

is hard

Parts or Elements of Knowledge

Simple Apprehension

Conceptions

the Embryo’s of Knowledge 

the Natures of the Things

ssencethe Nature or E
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solid 

Knowledge of the Nature of Things

Imaginations

 

identity and 

diversity

 

 

the knowledge of co-existence
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Metaphysical Verity

The Queen of Sciences
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Written Words

words Spoken

the true Notion

 

  

LyonLamb

Allegorical
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supposition

the cognitive act and its termination

 :جينتسيرالتمثيلية في المعرفة عند  نظريةال

 the representative theory of knowledge

.
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theory of ideas 

every 

theory of representative ideas
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representative idea

The idea, like the picture

entities
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a posteriori

a priori justification

divine veracity

 the perception
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the mediation of ideas

 :فكارالأ حوللوك  اصرهمعوسيرجينت بين  لافالخ
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knowledge of an external world

ideists
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Corporeal

Intellectual or Spiritual
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The Soul or the 

Understanding

Rasa Tabula

my Hand and Pen 
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a Complex Notion or Apprehension
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or Expresses a Judgmenta Proposition

in the Mind and in Words

 

Judgments or 

Propositions

the First TruthsFirst 

Principles

 The Self-

Evidence
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weapon

silence the 

sceptic 

A man is a rational creature

A man is a man" 

and "A rational creature is a rational creature

A man is a rational creature
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by Impressions from Objects

 

 :جينتسيرجةة الرهاايية عند والح العلمية المعرفة

the new empiricists

induction



 Sergeant's theory of 

scientific knowledge
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traditionالأعواا inscriptionالمنقوش 

divineلإلهو ا revelation
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Intelligent Being 

and not Blind Chance

Being

 economy of the World

whether they be Angels or 

Men

 The Efficient, Material, 

Formal, and Final
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the introspective powers of 

the human mind

theory of 

knowledge or "science

deductive system
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demonstrative evidence

 

 

definitive and 

demonstrative  axioms 

self-evident
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Demonstration

what it is, or its metaphysical verity
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Bar

ba 

Ra

Sword and Wine
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