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Two Chinese signatures in Arabic on porcelain from Fustat
(an artistic archaeological study)

Abstract:

The prevalence of Chinese craftsmen's signatures on imported
porcelain from Fustat is an unusual rarity for ceramic artifacts, especially
since they were recorded in Arabic despite being imported. It is common for
the names of the craftsmen of these artifacts to be recorded in the language of
the country of origin, which is what the study sought to point out, tracing the
motives and reasons that prompted the Chinese artist to record his name in
Arabic. The prevalence of Chinese porcelain is considered a result of the
fruitful economic and trade relations throughout history between China and
other countries of the world, especially Egypt. We have received many large
and varied quantities of this type through excavations conducted in Fustat,
which are the best witness to this exchange and the economic and cultural
relations existing between the two greatest civilizations in the world, namely
the Egyptian and Chinese civilizations. Large numbers of Arab and Persian
Muslims migrated to China thanks to the economic, commercial and political
contacts between the Arabs and China. They settled there and spread the
Islamic religion, and some of them became judges and leaders, until the
friendship between them reached a great level. Due to the Chinese Emperor’s
care for Muslim traders from the Arabs and Persians, the number of those
Arabs who settled in China from these traders increased year after year.
Among them were a number of those who migrated to China with their wives
and children. Therefore, | decided to divide the study into two main sections.
The first section dealt with the descriptive study, while the second section
included the analytical study.

Keywords: Porcelain pottery, signatures of the craftsmen, Yuan, Saeed
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