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Saudi Mediation in Resolving International Crises

""The British-Ugandan Dispute in 1977 as an Example™
Dr. Mutrk bin Turki bin Diraa Al-Subaie

Associate Professor of Modern and
Contemporary History at Taif University

Abstract:

The Saudi role in addressing contemporary international crises has gone
beyond the Gulf and Arab regional spheres, and has reached the point of addressing
geographically distant disputes, including the British-Ugandan dispute - the subject
of the study - which occupied international public opinion during the year 1977,
where the Kingdom and its embassy in London showed great flexibility and
positivity in addressing that dispute that arose in British-Ugandan relations as a
result of Britain severing its diplomatic relations with Uganda in the second half of
1976.

The Kingdom built its mediation on the background of its friendly relations
with Uganda, and the support provided to its people since the reign of His Majesty
King Faisal bin Abdulaziz - may God have mercy on him - until the reign of His
Majesty King Khalid bin Abdulaziz - may God have mercy on him -, and that
dispute was divided into several episodes, the first of which was the crisis of the
British and American community in Uganda, which occupied the months of
February and March of 1977, and the Kingdom succeeded in saving the two
communities from the travel ban imposed on them by Ugandan President Idi Amin.

Saudi diplomacy did not catch its breath after that mediation; However,
Britain rushed and requested its mediation again to dissuade President Idi Amin
from attending the Commonwealth Conference in June 1977, and Saudi diplomacy
succeeded in dealing with this crisis with great wisdom, which aroused the
appreciation and admiration of the British government.

When Britain saw the fruits of Saudi mediation, it rushed to repeat its
request for Saudi mediation again in August and early September 1977 to release the
British-Ugandan prisoner Robert Scanlon, and despite the Kingdom’s welcome and
acceptance of this mission, the development of matters in Uganda was faster than
everyone else, as Scanlon died days after the Kingdom accepted the mediation on
his behalf.

keywords:The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Khalid bin Abdulaziz, Fahd bin
Abdulaziz, International Mediation, Britain, Uganda
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FCO 8/ 3035; Letter from The Prime Minister 10 Downing Street, to His

Royal Highness Prince Fahd bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, 26 May 1977.

COEDIENTIAL @
5 > cAD

LM il

.1 RcCE’I- D IMN I

| 10 DOWNING STREET .~ _ 3 e

I l - - s";,y .A__ H

THE FRIVE MINISTER ) (Lv."ZJ)J;KE{ 26 May 197;—% H 'E E[ (
o

= tee
u i (" gj‘dq.u

1 have today heard from your Ambassador, following
the veturn from Uganda of your emissary, and I would
like to thank Your Royal Highness again for your
agrecment te help in this matter, and for the speed with
whiclh the missicn wng earricd put.

I hope very musl, as 1 know you do, that the migsion
will prove ta hoave been puceossful. e shatll, for our
part, do overything to ensure, in &o far as wve can, that
the atmogpliere iz favourable for the right decision to Le
takan.

Moy @ also take this opporttnity of talling Yaur
Ntoyal Highacss how much I enjoyed our conversatious last
Sunday and I hope we cam repeat them before too long. I
hope that your vinit to Washington, zud year talls with
President Carter, went well.

. :

REEIN l“l/; J‘u,/- PN

}u l”’ gt e

liis Moyal Highwaess Prince Fakd bin abdel Azlz Al Eaud
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FCO 8/ 3035; Text OF Message FROM THE Secretary OF State FOR

Foreign AND Commonwealth Affairs to HIS Royal Highness Prince Saud
Bin Faisal

oS 200 CONFIDENTIAL

Plho ALT

c't;usﬂ CAT & Sﬂ-”}; \\]

£ FCO 1718332 W ' g
ConFIDENTIAL ‘”, .

T PRIORETY JEODA TELHO 383 CF 17 JUNE,

FLEASE FASS FOLLOWING ﬁESSﬁGE TO PRINCT SAUD AS 5001 AS POSSIELE:

RES NS

| XHOW THAT THE PRIME MINISTER EXPRESSCD H1S THANKS TO HIS HIGHNESS
CROWY PRINCE FAUD AT THE TIME FOR YOUR HELP TO US QVER

PRES IDENT AMIN'S POSSIBLE ATTENDAUCE AT THE COMMONWEALTH HMEAUS

OF GOVERNMENT MEETING, HOW THAT THE MCETING 15 GWER, | wAlT TO
EXPRESS TO YOU AGBAIN OUR GRATITUDE FOR THE WAY 1N WHICH YOU HELPED
05, THERE IS 10 TOUST THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH WOULD
BAYE SUFFERED 1F PRESTDENT &by HAD DECIDED TO TRY TO COME TO L&UDON.
THE ACTION WRIGH You TOOK 56 PRAMETLY AT QUR REGUEST SUCCECIED IH
AVERTING THAT DANGER AMD, AS YOU WILL HAME SEEX, WE HAD & SUCCESSFUL
MEET 105, .

1 ALSD WALTED TO LET ¥OU KKOW THAT, M ASKING YOUR EMBASSY IN

LONDOH TO CLOSE THE UGANTAN THTERESTS SECTION, | WaS HAKING AH
ILEV)TABLE RESPORSE T3 THE MEASURES WMMICH THE UGANDAN GOVERUMENT
To0% AGAINGT OUR INTERESTS SECTION )N KAMPALA. MY ACTION WAS IN

U0 WAY A CRITICISH OF THE WAY YOUR EMZASSY HAVE LOOXED AFTER

UGARDAN INTERESTS I THIS COUNTRY, O THE CONTRARY, YOUR

ABASSADOR HAS THROUSHIUT WAXDLED A DELICATE ISSUE 14 AN

EXEvBLARY FASH L0, '

WITH WARM GOOT WISHES. DAVID OWEHN, CHOS.

BWEN E:_emas. SENT Fo Mo b Dowming 5T

Fl-ES

o B
enD
eI

&

‘;slma&om—num . ) wl"
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- FCO 8/ 3035; enclosed letter addressed to HRH Crown Prince Fahd, 27
July 1977
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The Royal Embassy of Saudi Arnbia presents its compliments
to Her Majesty's Foreign and Commonwealth Office and has the
honour to relay the following message from iiis Royal Highness,
Prince Saud hin Faisal ibn Abdulaziz, Saudi Arebian Foreign
Minister, addressed to the Rt. Hom. Dr. David Owen, Secretary
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs:-

"I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE IN WHICH YOU EXPRESSED
YOUR APPRECIATION FOR THE ASSISTANCE GIVEN BY THE
SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY
OF PRESIDENT IDI AMIN OF UGANDA ATTENDING THE COMMON-
WEALTH CONFERENCE WHICH WAS HELD RECENTLY IN YOUR
COUNTRY AND I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE YOU FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL QUTCOME OF THE CONFERENCE.

1 HAVE THE NONOUR TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR EXPRESSED
NICE FEELINGS AND TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RECONFIRM
THAT TIE GOVERNMENT OF TIE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
ONLY ACTED HOPING AND BELIEVING THAT THE UNITED
KINGDOM AND UGANDA SHOULD ALWAYS MAINTAIN A GOOD
NORMAL RELATICNSHIP.

MY BEST REGARDS"

The Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this
opportuniiy to renew to Iler Majesty's Foreign and Commonwealth
Office the assurance of its highest consideration.

- Ao
London, 26th July, 1977. . /L -

Her Majeaty's Foreign and Commonwe .Lth"Oﬂ'\ee, T
LONDON, S.W. 1. })\fw
S ARV
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