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Abstract:

Although the philosophy of "Johann Wolfgang
Goethe"(1794-1832) can be presented in different forms, whether
by reading his natural philosophy as a biological harmony in the
living being itself or in its relationship with the external world, or
reading his philosophy through which he emphasized the
"Infinite” in many of his scientific and philosophical works.
However, our study focuses on another aspect that is added to the
previous aspects, which is the spiritual subjective aspect in its
literary aesthetic dimension. It has become clear in the works of
many of his historians that he was biased towards the thought of
Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677), where the ultimate truth is
integrated with the world, so that truth is an explanation of the
world and he (i.e. the world) is a description of it. However, this
did not prevent the presence of glimpses that show his influence
by the thought of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) as well,
where consciousness is what controls the degree, order, and
movement of beings, reaching them as monads to the supreme
caller, which is God. This is what became clear in one of his most
important works, the “Eastern-West Divan”, in which he added a
spiritual subjective hue to the natural philosophical character,
where the human self, in its awareness of its caller and its
awareness as a mirror of the monads around it, prepares (i.e. the
self) over time to connect with the supreme caller. Hence our
interest in studying this Divan, which was full of all those aspects
and at the same time summarized the life and thought of this
philosopher.

Keywords: Monad, Cosmic, Spiritual, East,West, infinite
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- Goethe, Johan Wolfgang Von: West-Eastern Divan, In Twelve Books,

Translated by, Edward Dowden, McMxiv.J.M. Dent& Sons LTD, (London
and Toronto, 1913), p.6.
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@ Grimm, Catherine: Nature as the Mirror of Spirit: Textual Images of Self

®

(6)

and Other in Betlina von Arnim’s “Goethe’s Briefwechsel miteinem
Kinde”. Published, 2001, p.8ff. see: https://www.academia.edu/74554856/
Nature_as_the Mirror_of spirit.

Herrbach, Mark: The Soul of Goethe’s Thought, AJournal in classical
Philosophy, Studia Gilsoniana 9, No.2 (April — June 2020), p.,254.
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Goethe, Johan Wolfgang Von: The Essential Goethe, Chapter: On
Philosophy and Science, editor by: Matthew Bell, (Princenton University
Press), p.914.
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p.,914.
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®3) Herrbach: the Soul of Goethe’s Thought, op. cit., p.,258.
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®%  Kerkmann,Jan: Divine Ground and Vertical Level Order: On the
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