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Abstract:
Imamate and Authority in Theology and Folk Heritage:
An Analytical Reading of Egyptian Proverbs

This study aims to explore the issue of Imamate and governance from
two intertwined perspectives: the classical theological discourse (theology) and
Egyptian popular heritage, represented by colloquial proverbs. The research
analyzes a wide range of traditional sayings that reflect the Egyptians’ historical
perceptions of authority, the ruler’s attributes, and the relationship between
rulers and the ruled.

Through the use of the inductive method, the study collects and
categorizes proverbs thematically, followed by an analytical approach to
interpret their meanings, and a critical method to evaluate selected expressions.
The study highlights how popular proverbs, with their concise and sensory-rich
language, convey profound philosophical and political insights, transforming
abstract concepts into tangible imagery. It ultimately argues for a strong
connection between scholarly theological heritage and popular cultural
expression, both addressing the same political and ethical concerns through
different mediums.

Keywords: Philosophy of governance, Imamate, Folk proverbs, The ruler,
Popular heritage.
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