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Abstract:

The Scent of the Deities in Ancient Egypt and Its Role in the
Relational Entanglement between Egypt and Southern Arabia

This study examines the incense of divinities-as described
in Ancient Egyptian texts - as a fundamental element in religious
rituals as well as in social, cultural, and commercial life. Incense
was not regarded merely as a sensory material, but rather as a
sacred symbol intrinsically linked to identity and existence,
embodied in both religious and funerary practices. Inscriptions
and papyri attest to this central role, where incense was perceived
as the embodiment of life and as an aromatic expression of the
gods.

The research seeks to bridge existing gaps in scholarship
concerning the origins of incense and to enrich our understanding
of its role in Ancient Egypt. It further highlights the economic and
trade networks that underpinned its importation, with the Land of
Punt and the kingdoms of South Arabia constituting the principal
sources of incense, myrrh, and other aromatics essential for
Egyptian temples, ritual practices, and the requirements of the
afterlife.

Moreover, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of
the civilizational interactions between Egypt and the Arabian
Peninsula, which arose from Egypt’s importation of incense from
South Arabian kingdoms. These interactions provide an authentic
entry point for exploring patterns of influence and exchange
among the civilizations of the ancient Near East, encompassing
interconnected political, economic, religious, and artistic
dimensions.

Keywords: The scent of the deities, Incense, Myrrh, Antiu,
Frankincense, Ancient Egypt, Southern Arabia, Punt, Hatshepsut.
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