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Historical Appropriation and Representation in Bahram Beyzaie’s
Theatre “Majles-e Qurbani-ye Samar” as a model

Abstract:

The historical narrative stands as one of the most prominent themes explored by
the Iranian playwright Bahram Beyzaie in his theatrical works. This is clearly evident
in the large number of his plays that draw upon historical stories and folk tales from
Iranian heritage and reimagine them through a dramatic lens. Among his most
notable works in this regard is the play" Majles-e Ghorbani-ye Sinmar, which serves
as a prime example of his unique approach to employing history. However, Beyzaie
does not present the historical tale in a literal or documentary form. Rather, he
reshapes it imaginatively, allowing him to express his own perspective on the events
while simultaneously uncovering the silenced or marginalized aspects of the
historical record.

Accordingly, this study aims to investigate the artistic mode through which
history has been restructured as theatrical narrative, focusing on how historical
events are reinterpreted in The Trial of Sinmar. It examines the points of convergence
and divergence between the historical tale and the dramatic construction, seeking to
understand the playwright’s objectives behind his use of historical material. The
structure of the research includes: an introduction, a theoretical framework, two main
chapters, a conclusion, and a bibliography. The introduction addresses the
importance of the topic, research aims and questions, prior studies, and methodology.
The theoretical introduction explores the concept of employing history in drama and
the playwright’s relationship to historical events. The first chapter—entitled “The
Playwright and the Issues of His Time”—presents a brief overview of Beyzaie’s
intellectual background and the political context of Iran during the time, along with
the playwright’s stance on those issues. The second chapter—entitled “Dramatic
Structure in The Trial of Sinmar”—provides a summary of the play and offers a
stylistic and structural analysis based on a descriptive-analytical method. Finally, the
conclusion outlines the key findings of the study, emphasizing the critical function
of historical drama in reinterpreting the past and engaging with the present.

Keywords: Historical drama in Iran, Bahram Beyzaie, “Majles-e Ghorbani-ye
Sinmar”.
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—Saeede Mazloumian, Bahare Farahani :“The Zero Time of History and
Narrative: Micronarratives Deconstructing the Grand Narrative in Beyzai’s
Death of Yazdgerd”, Quarterly Literary criticism, Vol. 18, No. 68.2025
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