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Sufism and Interreligious Dialogue in the Era of Globalization
Giuseppe Scattolin: Towards Establishing a New Religious Philosophy
Dr. Ahmed Hasan Anwar

Assistant Professor in Islamic Philosophy and Sufism,
Faculty of Arts, Port Said University, Egypt

Abstract:

Italian Orientalist Giuseppe Scattolin, born in 1942 and specializing
in the study of Islamic Sufism, sought to establish a new religious philosophy
aimed at helping contemporary individuals confront the numerous negative
dimensions resulting from globalization. It is notable that his religious
philosophy is based on several elements, most notably the connection
between Sufism and interreligious dialogue. Remarkably, Scattolin authored
his books and writings on his new religious philosophy in Arabic without
prior publication in a European language. Based on this premise, this study
raises the following questions:

How did Giuseppe Scattolin employ the concepts of "Sufism" and
"interreligious dialogue™ in a methodological way that shaped his religious
philosophy? Will this reconstruction align with the nature and content of the
term and concept of "Sufism," or will it involve a "projective” approach that
is not contained within the framework of the concept? Furthermore, if
Scattolin had written numerous specialized articles and books on Islamic
Sufism over a quarter of a century (in Arabic, without being translated from
other European languages), how were these works received by Arabic-
speaking readers, intellectuals, and specialists? Did they leave a noticeable
impact on contemporary Arab and Islamic thought? The most important
question is: Did his works truly present an initiatory attempt to establish a
new religious philosophy? If the answer is yes, what are the characteristics
and elements of this philosophy?

Keywords: Sufism, interreligious dialogue, globalization, Giuseppe Scattolin,
religious philosophy.
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() Giuseppe Scattolin, lbn al-Farid’s mystical poem al-T&'iyya whose title
is: L'esperienza mistica di Ibn al-Farid attraverso il suo poema al-
Ta'iyyat al-Kubra - un'analisi semantica del poema, Roma, PISAI,
1987.

@ Giuseppe Scattolin, Esperienze mistiche nell’Islam, 3 voll, EMI,
Bologna, 2000.

®) Giuseppe Scattolin, L’Islam nella Globalizzazione, EMI, Bologna, 2004.

) Giuseppe Scattolin, Dio e Uomo nell’Islam, EMI, Bologna, 2004.

®) Giuseppe Scattolin, Islam e Dialogo, EMI, Bologna, 2004.
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(19 Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam, The University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill (North Carolina), 1975.

@9 Alexander Knysh, Islamic Mysticism- A Short History, Brill, Leiden,
2000.
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Scattolin, Giuseppe, L'esperienza mistica di Ibn al-Farid attraverso il suo
poema al-Ta'iyyat al-kubra, PISAI, Roma, 1988.

, L'expérience mystique de Ibn al-Farid a travers son poeme al-
Ta'iyyat al-kubra, in MIDEO 19 (1989) 203-223.

, The Mystical Experience of ‘Umar Ibn al-Farid or the
Realization of Self (Ana, I), in The Muslim World, LXXXI1/3-4 (July-
October, 1992) 275-286.

, Al-Farghant's Commentary on Ibn al-Farid's Mystical Poem al-
Ta'iyyat al-Kubra, in MIDEO 21 (1993) 331-383.

———, More on Ibn al-Farid's Biography, in MIDEO 22 (1995) 197-242.

, Realization of 'Self' (Ana) in Islamic Mysticism: The Mystical
Experience of ‘Umar Ibn al-Farid, in Mélanges de I'Université de St.
Joseph, Dar El-Machreq, Beyrouth, Tome LIV (1995-1996) 1999, 119-
148.

, The Key Concepts of al-Farghani’s Commentary on Ibn al-
Farid’s Sufi Poem, al-Ta'iyyat al-Kubra, in Journal of the Muhyiddin
Ibn 'Arabi Society (JMIAS), Oxford, volume XXXI1X, 2006, pp. 34-83.
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9 paul Nwyia, Exegése coranique et langage mystique, Dar al-Machreq,
Beirut, 1970, p. 4.

AN Al Jleally Ciguatl) b coal (gl uien ()

TV om Sl b ag ) Sl (n saal GBS uisn ()

dadna —g_zujj\ e dasa U:‘-‘“i C:\A_AA:! qu.IJ\ Old cl}k.'m ol :(J <9 C) sala ).L'-aj\(ﬁ)
AN SYAY Lo Fa 1444 F Loccagyn c@)ﬂ\ Sl elaa) Hla ¢ @alall

G9 Martin Buber, Das dialogische Prinzip, Heidelberg, 1984 (5th ed.);
Emmanuel Levinas, Humanisme de I’autre homme, Fata Morgana,
Paris, 1972.
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Interreligious Dialogue. The Official Teaching of the Catholic Church
(1963-1995), Pauline, Boston, 1997.
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Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of
World Order, Simon & Schuster, New York, 1996.
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(%8) Jean Vernette, Le XXle siécle sera mystique ou ne sera pas, Paris,
Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 2002, p56.
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Sayyed Hossein Nasr, Sufi Essays, George Allen & Unwin Publishers,
London, 1972; Bede Griffiths, A New Vision of Reality-Western Science,
Eastern Mysticism and Christian Faith, Fount, London, 1992; Thich Nhat
Hanh, Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers, Riverhead Books,
1999.
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1- Knysh, Alexander, Islamic Mysticism- A Short History, Brill,
Leiden, 2000.

2- Schimmel, Annemarie, Mystical Dimensions of Islam, The
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (North Carolina), 1975.

3- Griffiths, Bede, A New Vision of Reality-Western Science, Eastern
Mysticism and Christian Faith, Fount, London, 1992.

4- Levinas, Emmanuel, Humanisme de I’autre homme, Fata Morgana,
Paris, 1972.

5- Scattolin, Giuseppe, Islam e Dialogo, EMI, Bologna, 2004.

B ,  L’Islam nella Globalizzazione, EMI, Bologna,
2004.

T , L'esperienza mistica di Ibn al-Farid attraverso
il suo poema al-Ta'iyyat al-kubra, PISAI, Roma, 1988.

8 ,  L'expérience mystique de Ibn al-Farid a
travers son poeme al-Ta'iyyat al-kubra, in MIDEO 19 (1989) 203-
223.

O , More on Ibn al-Farid's Biography, in MIDEO

22 (1995) 197-242.
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10- . , Realization of 'Self' (Ana) in Islamic Mysticism:
The Mystical Experience of ‘Umar Ibn al-Farid, in Mélanges de
I'Université de St. Joseph, Dar El-Machreq, Beyrouth, Tome LIV
(1995-1996) 1999, 119-148.
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Nasr, Sayyed Hossein, Sufi Essays, George Allen & Unwin
Publishers, London, 1972.

Hanh, Thich Nhat, Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers,
Riverhead Books, 1999.
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