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Abstract:

This research, entitled "The Righteous Predecessors' Understanding of
Public Interests,” examines the fundamental and analytical concept of public
interest from the perspective of the righteous predecessors, outlining its limits,
controls, and scope in Islamic law.

The researcher begins by explaining that Islamic law (Sharia) came to
realize the interests of mankind in this world and the hereafter and to ward off
harm. He explains that no interest has ever been neglected, but rather, every
piece of legislation within it is based on bringing benefit and warding off harm.
He then presents the evolution of the righteous predecessors' understanding of
public interest (Maslah) since the time of the Companions, who implemented it
practically in collecting copies of the Qur'an, compiling collections, and other
public interests for which there is no specific text.

The research demonstrates that public interest (Maslah) is the interest for
which Sharia law has neither recognized nor abolished it with specific evidence.
It is divided into three categories: necessary, necessary, and beneficial, all of
which relate to the preservation of the five necessities (religion, life, reason,
lineage, and wealth). The research also discussed the disagreement among
scholars regarding the validity of the maslahah mursala (public interest),
explaining that the disagreement is essentially verbal rather than substantive, as
all schools of jurisprudence (madhhabs) work on interests that achieve the
objectives of Islamic law without conflicting with a text or consensus. The
researcher emphasized the criteria for adopting maslahah mursala, including that
it must not contradict a legal text or consensus, serve the objectives of Islamic
law, not lead to a more prevalent evil, and not fall within the scope of acts of
worship whose meaning is not understood.

The research concluded by outlining the fruits of the fundamentalist
principle of maslahah mursala (public interest), including the necessity of
distinguishing between maslahah mursala (public interest) and heresy
(innovation). It also highlighted the error of those who included maslahah
mursala (public interest) within the classifications of heresy, as its scope is
worldly means, not acts of worship.

The research reached the following conclusions: The Companions (may
Allah be pleased with them) practiced maslahah mursala (public interest), the
agreement of all schools of jurisprudence on maslahah mursala (public interest)
despite verbal differences, and the necessity of caution and scrutiny when
adopting maslahah mursala (public interest).

Keywords: maslahah mursala (public interest), righteous predecessors (salaf),
objectives of Islamic law, maslahah mursala (public interest).
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